

Together in Faith

During this period of challenge, the Diocese of Rochester has given us an opportunity to re-envision church leadership.  The purpose of which is to birth a new and creative ministry for all its members.  As self-starting disciples of Jesus we become capable of imagining possibilities, seizing opportunities, implementing creative tactics, learning from failure, and operating with clearly articulated core values and bedrock Catholic beliefs.

Beginning this process, the Configuration Subcommittee of the Auburn Catholic Planning Group has begun examining ways of combining and collaborating efforts to serve the Catholic faith communities of Auburn.  Beginning this process the committee is examining Social Ministry.

FOOD PANTRY

Located:  Saint Alphonsus

Food obtained from:  Food Bank, Local Parishes, Agencies, Crop Walk, Souper Bowl Collection, collaborative Thanksgiving Day Mass

Operated by:  one paid administrator, volunteers

Suggested need:  a larger centralized facility

Participating Churches:  Holy Family, Sacred Heart/Saint Ann’s, Saint Francis of Assisi/Saint Hyacinth Cluster, Saint Mary’s

FOOD SENSE

Located:  Saint Alphonsus Parish Center
Operated monthly:  For $15 individuals may obtain a fixed amount of food

CLOTHING CLOSET

Located:  Holy Family
Open:  Tuesday mornings and Thursday nights

Clothing obtained by donations.  Requests are made periodically in church bulletins.

PAULEY SHELTERS

Located:  Holy Family and Sacred Heart

Clothing is collected at church sites, Pauley trucks pickup and distribute clothing to the needy

HOUSING MINSTRY

Participant:  Saint Mary’s
Facilitated by Catholic Charities, church pays for a night’s lodging at Budget Inn

CARES AND SHARES

Participant:  Saint Alphonsus
Monthly collection to meet social ministry needs

ADVOCACY MINISTRY

Participant:  Saint Mary’s
Facilitator: Kathy Lipfert, Pastoral Minister

Work includes: The homeless, children at risk, public policy issues

MIGRANT WORKERS

Located:  King Ferry, Sodus, Geneva

Coordinator: Debbie Patrick, Good Shepherd Community at King Ferry Camp

ESL teacher and volunteer for King Ferry Camp: Debbie Cornall, Sacred Heart 

Participants in collecting clothing and food:  Holy Family, Sacred Heart/Saint Ann’s, Saint Alphonsus, Saint Francis of Assisi/ Saint Hyacinth Cluster, Saint Mary’s

Pastoral Care and Mass Celebrant: Fr. Dennis Shaw, Holy Family

JUSTFAITH

Located:  Holy Family
Study of Catholic Justice Issues

Meets for 2 ½ hours on Tuesday nights

14 participants from various Auburn churches

Facilitator:  Ruth Putnam, Catholic Charities

PROYECTO MARIA IMMACULADA

Participant:  Saint Alphonsus
Support: Day Care Center/School in Manoguayabo, Dominican Republic 

Hands on Ministry:  Youth/Adult Group travels annually to work with Sisters and children each year.

Church Participation:  Financially support student meal program and faith formation program.

MISSION FROM THE HEART

Participant:  Sacred Heart/Saint Ann’s

Support:  School and Students in Don Juan Baptista, Dominican Republic

Hand on Ministry:  Pilgrims travel for a week every year to work with the families

Church participation:  Financially support student meal program 

CHRISTMAS GIVING

Participants:  All Auburn Churches
City acts as clearing house:

Collect:  Gifts for needy families

LENTEN ALMSGIVING

Participants:  All Auburn Churches
Example: Rice Bowl (25% stays in Diocese), Heifer Project

PRISON MINSTRY

Participant:  Sacred Heart
Volunteers read to the children of inmates on visiting day

CAYUGA HOME MINISTRY

Participants:  Sacred Heart (Deacon Nick Valvo) and Westminster Presbyterian Church (Rev. Phil Windsor

Purpose:  Bible Study and Spiritual Development

ARC BINGO

Participant:  Sacred Heart
Volunteers give an evening of Bingo for members of the ARC.

PARISH SHARING PROGRAM

Participant:  Sacred Heart
The parish distributes 3% of its semi-annual Sunday collections to various local, domestic and international charitable programs. 

SOUPER BOWL

Participants:  All Churches
Collection taken (generally by the youth) for distribution to food pantries on Super Bowl Sunday

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF THE FINGER LAKES

Financially Supported by:  All area Catholic Churches

Purpose:  Advocate for and provide a variety of services to residents, parishes and communities in the region.  Services are provided to all people in need, regardless of religious affiliation.

Needed: More money, larger space, more staff

HEIFER PROJECT

What is the Heifer Project?

The Religious Communities of Auburn are raising funds to purchase food and income-producing animals like pigs, bees, chicks and heifers.  The animals go to hungry, rural families working to improve their lives.

Whole communities are changed through financial gifts.  Along with training, Heifer provides a female animal or starter flock to each family, and one or more male animals to the community for breeding purposes.  Veterinary services, extension advice, and organization support ensure lasting benefits.

Participants: Sacred Heart/Saint Ann’s, Westminster Presbyterian Church, Saint Hyacinth, Saint Mary’s, First Presbyterian Church, Holy Family, First Methodist, Saint Alphonsus, Temple B’Nai Israel

SUGGESTION FOR CONSOLIDATING AND/OR COLLAORATING

Central Campus for the Food Pantry, Clothes Closet and Catholic Charities

“To live is to change, and to be perfect is to have changed often”  -- Cardinal Newman

Auburn Catholic Community
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“Where there is no vision, the people perish”


Proverbs 29:18
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